n8         HISTORY OF ENGLISH EDUCATION

ing classes, preferable to the tavern, where these meetings
are too commonly held."1

Kay's experience at Norwood had made it obvious to
him that no substantial progress could   be effected in
popular education without properly qualified teachers. The
weakness of the monitorial system was becoming manifest
and some attempt to train an adequate number of teachers
was imperative if a national system of any kind was to be set
up. Since the project for a State training college had been
wrecked, owing to disagreements as to the religious instruc-
tion to be given in its model schools, Kay and a friend of
his, E. C. Tufnell, decided to establish a training college at
their own risk. The Battersea Normal School, opened in
1840, owed much to Wehrli's training college, "The task
proposed was, to reconcile a simplicity of life not remote
from the habits of the humble classes, with such proficiency
in intellectual attainments, such a knowledge of method,
and such skill in the art of teaching, as would enable the
pupils selected to become efficient masters of elementary
schools."2 By January 1841 there were thirty-three students,
of whom twenty-four were young pupils under a scheme of
apprenticeship, while the others were more mature candi-
dates taking a course which lasted a year or more. The Vicar
of Battersea offered his parish schools for the practical
training of the students and superintended their religious
instruction.  There were  many practical activities;  the
syllabus  included gymnastics  and  excursions,  and  the
students did their own house-work and tended their garden.
Kay himself gave lectures on the theory and practice of
education, and everything was done to discourage the rule-
of~thumb, monitorial methods, which were inculcated in
the British and Foreign School Society's training college at

1 Minutes, Febtuaty aoth, 1840, p. 48; quoted by Frank Smith, Tfo Life of Sir
James Kjay-Sbttttlemrtb, p. 98.
8 See Fttiak Smith, A History of English Elementary Education, p. 180.